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PAUL MACLEAN

VS. NO.. 132659 Div. “D”

BP CORPORATION NORTH AMERICA
INC, ET AL

Dear Attorneys
Enclosed is a certified copy of the Reasons for Judgment filed in the above
numbered and entitled proceeding. The Reasons were signed by Judge LEWIS H.

PITMAN, JR. on January 30, 2019 and filed in the above numbered and entitled
proceeding on January 31, 2019.
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PAUL MACLEAN . 16™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
*

VERSUS #132,659-“G” w PARISH OF ST. MARY
*

BP CORPORATION NORTH %

AMERICA, INCORPORATED, &

ET AL * STATE OF LOUISIANA
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REASONS FOR JUDGMENT

On October 22, 2018 in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana, Division “G”, Sixteenth
Judicial District Coﬁt, counsel for the parties in the above captioned matter appeared
at a hearing on PEREMPTORY EXCEPTIONS OF RES JU DICA’fA filed by -
DEFENDANTS, MARATHON OIL COMPANY, BP CORPORATION NORTH
AMERICA, ATLANTIC RICHFIELD COMPANY, CHEVRON US.A.,
INCORPORATED, SUCCESSOR TO TEXACO EXPLORATION AND |
PRODUCTION COMPANY, INCORPORATED, TORTUGA OPERATING
COMPANY , TORTUGA INTERESTS, INCORPORATED, BLANCHARD 1986,
LTD., A LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, JOHN E. HINE AND PETER L. TURBETT
JUDGMENT was rendered on the 22“d day of October, 2018 and signed on October
29" 2018.

The Court after considering the law, evidence, pleadings and arguments of
counsel, GRANTS the PEREMPTORY EXCEPTIONS OF REST UDICATA filed by
DEFENDANTS, MARATHON OIL COMPANY, ET AL.

'Counsel for PLAINTIFF, PAUL MACLEAN filed a request for WRITTEN
REASONS FOR JUDGMENT on or about November 14, 2018.

- APPEARANCES
PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN through his attorney of record:
R.DAVIDBROWN -
301 NORTH MAIN STREET

SUITE 2200
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70825




DEFENDANT, MARATHON OIL COMPANY through its attorney of record:

RICHARD S. PABST
TYLER MOORE KOSTAL

KEAN MILLER LLP
FIRST BANK AND TRUST TOWER
909 POYDRAS STREET
' SUITE 3600
NEW.ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112

DEFENDANTS, BP CORPORATION NORTH AMERICA,
INCORPORATED AND ATLANTIC. RICHFIELD COMPANY through their

attorneys of record: :
GEORGE ARCENEAUX, I
PENNY L. MALBREW
COURT C. VANTASSELL

LISKOW & LEWIS
822 HARDING STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 52008
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70505

DEFENDANT, CHEVRON U.S.A., INCORPORATED, SUCCESSOR TO
TEXACO EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION COMPANY, INCORPORATED
through its attorneys of record: |

CHERYL M. KORNICK

-~ LISKOW & LEWIS
-~ ONE SHELL SQUARE
701 POYDRAS STREET
- SUITE 5000
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70139-5069

MICHAEL A. PHILLIPS
LOUIS M. GROSSMAN
CLAIRE E. JUNEAU
JEFFERY J. GELPI

: KEAN MILLER, LLP
FIRST BANK AND TRUST TOWER
909 POYDRAS STREET
SUITE 3600
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70112

PageZ2of 8




AND

DEFENDANTS, TORTUGA OPERATING COMPANY, TORTUGA
INTERESTS, INCORPORATED AND BLANCHARD 1986, LTD, A LIMITED
PARTNERS}HP, JOHNE. HINES AND PETER L. TURBETT through their attorney
of record: |

CHARLES R. MINYARD
BERNARD R. MINYARD
CHASE TOWER
600 JEFFERSON STREET
SUITE 501
POST OFFICE BOX 3642
LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 70502
FACTS

Betty Blanchard filed a prior suit against these DEFENDANTS and/or their
bredecessors—in—in.terest in the 16" Judicial District Court in St. Mary Parish,
Louisiana. PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN was added as a plaintiff in that
lawsuit. Plaintiffs sought cancgllation of an existing mineral lease for failure to
maintain production in paying quantities and damages fbr aﬂeged environmental
injﬁfy to the leased property. In 1996, the parties settled that litigétioh in exchange
for :cash ($530,000.00) and an increase in royalty in favor of Betty Blanchard. The
parties executed a 1996 Settlement Agreement. Per the 1996 Settlement Agreement,
it mandated that the suit-be dismissed with prejudice releasing all DEFENDANTS
from any claims relating to any alleged environmental damages. PETITIONER,
PAUL MACLEAN was a party to the 1996 Settlement Agreement.

The current owner of the property, Park Plantation, L.L.C. (successof to Betty
Blanchard) and Nancy Blémchard (Betty Blanchard’s daughter), filed a suit IN THE
MATTER Of NANCY BLANCHARD, ET. AL. VERSUS LiNDER OIL
COMPANY, ET. AL., No. 606-355, Division “J”, Twenty—fourth Judicial District

Court, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN filed a Petition
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Intervention filed in Narcy Blanchard, Et. Al vs. Linden Oil Company, Et. AL,
Docket No. 606-555, Division “J”, Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court, Jefferson
Parish, Louisiana. That Court dismissed PETITIONER’S claim with prejudice on
November 20, 2012. On Appeal, the ‘Judgment of Dismissal was affirmed by the
Louisiana Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. PETITIONERS’® writ to the
Louisiana Supreme Court was also denied.
| Second, thié Court finds that the Judgment of the Court in the Twenty;FourtIl
J gdicial District Court of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana is a final J udgment.

Third, the parﬁeg in the case at bar are the same parties in the suit‘of the
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District Court of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. PETTTIONER,
PAUL MACLEAN and DEFENDANTS are the same parties in the case at bar also.

Fourth, the cause of action asserted by PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN in
this case seeking to have the 1996 Settlement Agreement declared absolutely null
existed at the time of the state actibn inthe Tw!enty-Fourth Judicial District Cquxt’s
decision in Jefferson Parish.

Finally, the cause of action here to declare the 1996 Settlement Agreement
arises out of the same facts or occurrence as the state action of the Twenty.-Fourth
Judicial District Court of Jefferson Parish, No. 606-555, Division “J”. |

This Court also finds that PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN claim is barred
by Res Judicata in the federal cburt decision in Park Plantation, L.L.C. vs.
Blanchard 1986, Ltd, Et. Al., Civil Action No. 01-1480, United States Diguict Court
for the Western District of Léuisiarra. -This claim by PETITIONER seeking to find
the 1996 Settlement Agreement absolutely null was denied in the federal proceedings.
It was found in ;he federal proceedings that PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN’S
interest were aligned with Park Plantation, L.C.C. This Court finds that the federal

proceedings also bars PETITIONER, PAUL MACLEAN action in the case at bar
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under the Exception of Res Judicata.

The federal court retluires that four (4) élements must be met for a claim to be
barred by Res Judicata:

‘ (1)  the parties in both the prior suit and current suit mﬁst be identical;

(2). acourt of competent jurisdiction must have rendered a prior judgment;

(3)  aprior judgment must have been final and on the merits; and

(4)  a plaintiff must raise same cause of action in both suits.

This Court finds tﬁai.éll fbﬁr 4) eler.nents are met. The identity of the parties
is met as the same parties in the federal suit and also in privity with them. The prior -
litigation judgment was rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction and tha;c
Jjudgment was final, and on the merits. This Court also finds that PETITIONER,
PAUL MACLEAN raised the same cause of action in both suité. PETITIONER,
PAUL MACLEAN makes no claim against these DEFENDANTS that were not
brought and litigated in the federal proceedings. It is immaterial whether
PETITIONER was a named party in the federal proceedings because PETTHbNER
was aware of the federal litigation, éc_ted as Betty Blanchard’s agent, derived his
interest from her and had ample opportunity to litigate the validity of the 1996‘

- Settiément Agreement in federal court. Therefore, PETITIONER’S claim under
federal law is barred by the Exception of Res Judicata which includes Collateral
Estoppel.

This Court will sign a judgment consistent with these reasons for judgment and
conclusions of law iﬁ conformity with Rule 9.5 of the Lbuisiana District Court Rules.

I%ﬂn, RENDERED ‘and SIGNED this 220 C_day of

sh, Louisiana.

(M 2019 at NeswTberia, Tberia Pagj
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CURTIS SIGOR

DISTRICT JUDGE
RECEIVED AND FILED
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PLEASE SERVE:

R. DAVID BROWN

RICHARD S. PABST/TYLER MOORE KOSTAL

GEORGE ARCENEAUX, TI/PENNY L. MALBREW/COURT C. VANTASSELL
CHERYL M. KORNICK |

MICHAEL A. PHILLIPS/LOUIS M. GROSSMAN/
CLAIRE E. JUNEAU/JEFFERY J: GELPI S —

CHARLES R. MINYARD/BERNARD R. MINYARD

CLERK'S OFFICE, FRANKLIN, LA

: ' RECEIVED AND FILED
FEB 01 2018 ,
Atrue copy of the original JAN 31 201
t’gj ) R 1/ Page8of 8 ;
ARtest_/ 00 4 14l e JV L

Dy. Clerk of Court Dy. Clerk of Court




